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Chapter 12 – Section 3

The New Deal Coalition


Narrator: In one of the most important decisions of the decade the Supreme Court of the United States has unanimously ruled that the NRA Act and all of its codes are void.  The decision was handed down in the Schechter poultry case. A Brooklyn Poultry farm accused by the NRA had its plant padlocked for alleged code violations. The case was carried to the Supreme Court as a test case and as a result of Schechter’s victory the blue eagle has been brought to earth by a sick chicken. The Supreme Court ruled that Congress exceeded its rights under the Constitution and delegated too much law making power to the President in connection with his recovery program. The decision is a tremendous setback for the President’s New Deal. 

The President at the democratic victory dinner in Washington hurls the gauntlet in the Supreme Court fight.

President Roosevelt: “We are celebrating the 1936 victory, that was not a final victory; it was a victory where by our party won further opportunity to lead in the solution in the pressing problems that perplex our generation. My friends neither individually nor as a party can we postpone and run from that fight on the advice of defeatist lawyers. The democratic administration and the Congress made a gallant, sincere effort to raise wages, to reduce hours, to abolish child labor and to eliminate unfair trade practices. We tried to establish machinery to adjust the relation between employer and employee and what happened, you know who assumed the power to veto, and did veto that program. You and I owe it to ourselves individually, as a party and as a nation to remove those doubts and difficulties. If we would keep trading faith in those who had faith in us, if we would make democracy succeed, I say we must act now.”
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