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Chapter 13 – Section 2
World War II Begins

Narrator: The mad dog of Europe has at last plunged civilization into a new world war. Nazi troops have invaded Poland by land and by air in undeclared war. Russia paved the way for the Nazi coup by cutting loose from her western allies and signing a non-aggression pact with Germany. Germany rushes more troops to man her great Westwall Siegfried Line, vast underground fortifications running from Switzerland to the border of Holland. Again the German war machine gets underway. The free city of Danzig, in the Polish Corridor first felt the force of Germany’s pincer-like drive against the Poles. Danzig, willingly for the most part, was quickly engulfed by the Reich. A part of Poland’s efficient little navy escape to join the British fleet but other vessels trapped in the Baltic fought heroically to the last. Meanwhile, the Polish Army contested the German advance on every front in the corridor near East Prussia and in Silesia. Although overwhelmed by numbers and by all the driving power of the modern German Army, the highly trained Polish fighting forces and in particular her splendid cavalry, the finest in the world exacted bitter payment for every foot they gave. History records no brighter chapter than this heroic defense of their homeland. A masterfully conducted withdrawal action in the face of insurmountable odds, think of their desperation and of their joy when word came, that France and England had joined them. Italy so far has not raised a finger to help her axis ally and pledges neutrality, but her millions are mobilized and her French frontier bristles with bayonets. War news; flashing 3000 miles across the broad Atlantic, Americans hoping for peace through the long war of nerves finally stunned into belief. Those who remember the last war and its ghastly toll wonder what the future holds. In this new world conflict what will America do? The eyes of the world are on the head of the American nation as he voices by way of radio and news reel from the White House, America’s stand in the new world war in a vital message to his fellow countrymen and to the world.
President Roosevelt: “This nation will remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well. Even a neutral, has a right to take account of facts. Even a neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or to close his conscious. I have said not once but many times that I have seen war and that I hate war. I say that again and again. I hope the United States will keep out of this war, I believe that it will and I give you assurance and reassurance that every effort of your government will be directed toward that end as long. As it remains within my power to prevent there will be no blackout of peace in the United States.”    
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