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Chapter 14 – Section 4
Pushing Back the Axis

Narrator: Five days after the Cairo conference, another conference was held at Tehran, capital of allied Iran. Here the chief executives of Britain and the United States met for the first time with Marshal Stalin. They reaffirmed their countries determination to work together in the war and in the peace to follow. These Yugoslav partisans had already made their choice, although their country was under German occupation they were never defeated, under the leadership of Marshal Tito; 300,000 of them fought on unceasingly. The underground in France, the other occupied countries organized to form strong reserve armies waiting for the day when they could join the United Nations in the fight against the common enemy. The dawn of that day came on June 6th, 1944 allied armies, troops of United States, Great Britain, the dominions, and forces of the men who had escaped from the occupied countries, all under the supreme command of General Eisenhower set out by sea and air for Normandy. Germany was now being attacked simultaneously from Russia in the east, from Italy in the south and from Great Britain in the West. This was the operation planed six months before at Tehran.  

It was no easy task. In Europe and the Pacific months of savage bloody fighting lay ahead. Every foot of the way was bitterly contested by a ruthless enemy. But step-by-step he was pushed back by the allied armies. The underground forces of liberation knew their finest hour when the people of Paris rose to strike at the enemy. Even as the allies battered at the gates, freedom returned to the city of light.  Freedom, this was the prize for which millions of free men have taken up arms for which men have been willing to sacrifice their treasure and their lives. It is in this knowledge, that the allied army is pushed relentlessly on, determined that with victory will come the fulfillment of the declaration made at Tehran, that all the peoples of the world may live free lives, untouched by tyranny and according to their varying desires and their own consciousness.      
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