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Chapter 14 – Section 5
The War Ends

Male Narrator: First in a test in the United States’ New Mexico desert, then 5000 miles away at Hiroshima and then again at Nagasaki came the world-shaking explosions of the atomic bomb. Her armies defeated where ever they have been met, her navy virtually destroyed Japan asked for peace, aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay on Sunday September 2, 1945 the most horrible war in history came to its complete and formal end. Foreign Minister Shigematsu signed for Japan, Douglas MacArthur Supreme Commander, General Su Yung Chan, signed for China. But the world could not forget or excuse the savage crimes of those who had opened that war, who had deliberately and willfully brought death and suffering to millions and more millions to death. Hideki Tojo, Japanese Admiral Shimoda, Black dragon terrorist. Across the earth the pictorial record, which the world had seen of German death camps, would not be readily forgotten either. Nazi officials like Joseph Kramer the “Beast of Belsen” have already paid with their lives for the crimes they committed against innocent men, women and children. In Milan Italy. After two decades of Adolf Hitler, who had survived a bomb planted by one of his own officers in 1944, was presumably alive until the last days of Berlin, by the best evidence he is now dead. At Nuremburg the Hitler gang has gone on trial for the first time criminal war leaders are being judged by an international court by mankind; Gehring, Hess and the 17 others men who had planned world conquest and the death and enslavement of millions are now tried under law and the law in all nations has rules for dealing with criminals. Men of the entire world took hope; peace and decency were assured as the representatives of the United Nations signed the San Francisco Charter. The lessons learned in 1945, if mankind would remember them, could make the world a better place for all men forever.   
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