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Chapter 15 – Section 2
The Early Cold War Years

Male Narrator: Seven weeks after four power rule in Berlin came to an end, the Russians pull down their flag before the Commandatura, symbolizing a complete rupture of relations and dividing the German capital into two armed camps. The deserted office of Soviet General Konicov offered more new evidence of the break, but three flags remained the American, French and British and there they will stay despite Soviet pressure. With the never ending display of force German Communists parade through Potsdammerplat carrying banners which sing the hymn of hate against the western powers, with particular attention to the United States. With tension mounting, police take a hand and arrests are followed by small scale riots, violence is at every hand. While rumors of Communist seizure of the city fly thick and fast, a square in the British sector is designated for a meeting of Germans of the western zone. On two occasions elected representative of municipal governments find their meeting places usurped by red mobs and postponed their sessions, as Berliners await the outcome of the war of words. However citizens of the western section stand firm and a packed meeting of Social Democrats gathered to play its part in the political battle. High point of the meeting is Franz Derman reading the plans of red domination. With the battered Reichstag as a backdrop, Berlin’s citizens again gather more than 200,000 strong to hear reassurances that Berlin will be held at all costs.
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