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Chapter 15 – Section 3
The Cold War and American Society

Male Speaker: The new age of atomic energy expresses upon us. Mark that well, civilization cannot survive an atomic war. Nothing would be left, but a world reduced to rubble. Gone would be mans hope for decency, gone would be our hope for the greatest age in the history of mankind, an age which you and I know can harness atomic energy for the welfare of man and not for his downfall.

Song: “Duck and Cover”

Narrator: That’s why these children are practicing to “duck and cover” just as you do in your school. We all know the atomic bomb is very dangerous, since it may be used against us we must get ready for it just as we are ready for many other dangers that are around us all the time. Fire is a danger, it can burn whole buildings if someone is careless, but we are ready for fires. We have a fine fire department to put out the fire and you have fire drills in you school so you will know what to do. Now we must be ready for a new danger the atomic bomb. First you have to know what happens when an atomic bomb explodes, you’ll know when it comes, we hope it never comes, but we must get ready. It looks something like this, there is a bright flash brighter than the sun, brighter than anything you have ever seen. If you were not ready did not know what to do it could hurt you in different ways. It could knock you down hard or throw you against a tree or a wall. It’s such a big explosion it can smash in buildings and knock sign boards over and break windows all over town but if you duck and cover like Burt, you will be much safer. Now you and I don’t have shells to crawl into like Burt the turtle, so we have to cover up in our own way. First, you duck and then you cover and very tightly you cover the back of your neck and your face. “Duck and cover” underneath a table or desk or anything else close by. Our Civil Defense workers and our men in uniform will do everything they can to warn us before enemy planes can bring a bomb near us. You may be in your schoolyard playing when the signal comes. That signal means to stop whatever you are doing and get to the nearest safe place fast. Always remember a flash of an atomic bomb can come at any time no matter where you may be. You might be out playing at home when the warning comes. Then be sure to get into the house fast, where your parents have fixed a safe place for you to go. Here is Tony going to his Cub Scout meeting, Tony knows the bomb can explode anytime of the year day or night he is ready for it. “Duck and cover” that a boy Tony, that flash means act fast.
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