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Chapter 15 – Section 4
Eisenhower’s Cold War Policies

Narrator: America’s first attempt to launch a satellite, a six and half inch sphere weighing just over three pounds was checked out by scientists and declared ready. A great wave of advanced publicity focused attention at Cape Canaveral, Florida for the launching of the test vehicle three of project Vanguard, a preliminary to the scheduled launching of a 21-pound satellite in March. What happened is already unhappy history. Another set back for the United States in the race into outer space. Here are official defense department films of the launching of the 72-foot missile, a loss of thrust and fall back to earth in split seconds. The exact cause is classified; neither the satellite program nor our missile development is affected, said acting Defense Secretary Corals. It’s only an incident in the perfection of the Vanguard satellite system. 

Today, a new moon is in the sky, a 23-inch metal sphere placed in orbit by a Russian rocket. Here an artist conception of how the feat was accomplished. A three-stage rocket: number one, the booster in the class of an intercontinental missile, its weight estimated at 50 tons. The smaller, second stage took over at 5000 miles an hour and carried on to the highest point reached. Five hundred miles up the artificial moon is boosted to a speed counterbalancing the pull of gravity and released. You are hearing the actual signals transmitted by the earth circling satellite, one of the great scientific feats of the age.
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