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Chapter 16 – Section 2
The Affluent Society

Edward R. Murrow: Today a great profession made a giant step forward, and the news that came out of this room lifted a sense of fear from the homes of millions of Americans. In this room is the man who made the vaccine Jonas Salk.
Dr. Salk you have been talking with medical experts all day would you mind a few simple laymen’s questions?

Dr. Salk: It’d be a great relief.

Edward R. Murrow: What about the supply, how many children will be inoculated before the polio season arrives?

Dr. Salk: Well I can't be sure of that Mr. Murrow but I can report one thing that we did discuss today I have recommended on the basis of the new findings that two rather than three doses of vaccine be administered. Now this is not cheating, this quite on the contrary will make the supply go further but the real objective is to make immunity last longer.  On the present basis from the figures that I have read in the newspapers whatever was estimated I believe somewhere in the vicinity of 20 million the possibility now is that 30 million could be inoculated, but that’s only a small part of the total requirement and one is tempted to wonder and to think about the possibility of giving everyone some hamburger instead of sirloin steak to a few, and this is a problem with which we are seriously concerned. How can we make that which is available go farthest in order to prevent the kind of conflagration that Dr. Greg refers to? We must look upon this not only as an individual disease but as a community disease.  This has occupied our very serious attention.

Edward R. Murrow: Dr. Salk what about the priorities? Who should determine who gets what in this limited supply situation?

Dr. Salk: Well, I think it’s unfair really to let everyone decide for himself who gets what.  It would be as if everyone on your show decided what he wanted to do if and when he wanted to do it. It seems to me that that there ought to be some central intelligence that would indicate at least suggest what should be done if not specify. If one would see that vaccine was administered to the children who are at greatest risk. I think that we would then use the available supply to its greatest advantage until supply and demand that can meet each other.

Edward R. Murrow: What about the youngsters who may be allergic to such things as penicillin is there any danger there of inoculating them?

Dr. Salk: We have discussed this earlier today and the indications are that there are no contra indications to the use of the vaccine.

Edward R. Murrow: Well, thank you very much indeed gentleman for sitting here on the anniversary of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s death and discussing with us the achievements that have been made in the whole area of polio.  I think it would be appropriate to use a phrase that Carl Sandburg likes very much in saying that we are very much beholden to you. Thank you very much. Goodnight and good luck.
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