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Chapter 17 – Section 3
The Great Society


Narrator: The Harry S. Truman Library in Independence, Missouri is the scene of an historic event. President and Mrs. Johnson and Vice President Humphrey arrive for ceremonies that will make the Medicare bill a part of Social Security coverage. Mr. Johnson chose to sign the bill here as a tribute to former President Truman. The former president campaigned for Medicare 20 years ago, but it took two decades for his proposal to become law. The new bill expands the 30-year-old Social Security program to provide hospital care, nursing home care, home nursing service and outpatient treatment for those over 65. Medicare will become law on July 1, 1966 and for Mr. Truman an historic souvenir from the president. For Mr. Truman the passage of Medicare is a dream come true.
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