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Chapter 18 – Section 1

The Movement Begins

Male Speaker #1: Today’s opinion makes a clear cut determination that the Negro school children must be given their rights and given them to use the courts language “as soon as practicable and on a nondiscriminatory basis”. By force of this language counties and states holding up their desegregation program because of the continued existence of state laws requiring segregated schools, are now free to act and to desegregate their schools in conformity to the May 17th decision. Thus with this type of co-operation on the level of these states and counties throughout the south we are confident that desegregation will proceed to open the door to true democracy for all of the children of our nation.

Male Speaker #2: This is Central High School in Little Rock; Arkansas, focus of what appears to be a developing constitutional crisis of major proportions. National guardsmen equipped with billy clubs, tear gas and other anti-rally weapons still stand on duty around this High School and what we hear once again tomorrow. Last week these guardsmen turned away nine Negro students trying to enter the school. The question is will they do the same thing tomorrow? Also a question, will the same pro-segregationist crowd gather tomorrow across the street from the high school? Will it become, could it become a dangerous mob, will there be bloodshed as Governor Orval Fabus contends there will be if Negro children are allowed to enter the school?

Do you have any idea whether you will be able to get the students in this fall semester?

Male Speaker #1: I have every hope that it can be done and I reasonably expect that it will be done. You have talked to some of the children, what was the most pressing problem on their mind now.

Female Speaker: Well school naturally.

Male Speaker #1: And you do expect to have them in school this fall.

Female Speaker: Yes we do.

Male Speaker #1: In Central High School.

Female Speaker: In Central High School.

Male Speaker #1: You have four of them who will be seniors. How many do you expect to have registered there? Do you know?

Female Speaker: I have no idea.

Male Speaker #1: More than you had last year?

Female Speaker: I hope so.
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