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Chapter 19 – Section 2

Vietnam Divides the Nation


Narrator: Men of the First Cavalry Airmobile Division begin their fourth week of operation “white wing”. A vast search and destroy mission, 300 miles northeast of Saigon near Bongson. This particular mission is to take and hold a village near Highway One. No sooner do the helicopters leave, than the soldiers come under sniper fire. They are pinned down until a call goes out for aerial support and fighter-bombers move in. The heavy air strafing quickly cleans out the threat of snipers halting the advance and it’s not long before scouts can report that it is safe once more to advance through the dense jungle. Near the village, men of the First Cavalry wipe out Vietcong fighting a rear guard action; they killed 27 in the advance and took 78 suspects. When the men finally enter the village they find everything quiet, on the surface. The first step in pacification of the settlement will be to move civilians to safer areas to encampments where they can't be the targets of Vietcong revenge. Most have never ridden in an automobile, let alone a whirly bird, but they take it in their stride. Under United States and South Vietnamese plans for social and economic reforms, the people will live where it is safe until this area is secured and sufficient farm tools and food made available for them to begin a new life.
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