PAGE  
Chapter 19 – Section 3
The War Winds Down


Narrator: The war was especially cruel to this small community.  It lost 16 young men and now their deaths are questioned. Did David Collin’s die fighting for something worthwhile? His widow now remarried doesn’t think so.
Patsy Collins Stone: They really went over and died for nothing. I really and truly just think they died for nothing.

Narrator: Why do you feel that?

Patsy Collins Stone: Well, I don’t think we shouldn’t have been over there in the first place. It wasn’t our war.

Narrator: That opinion is shared by many others here. Where once there was strong support for the war. Attitudes began to change when Bardstown buried five soldiers, all from the same National Guard unit the 138th field artillery.

Mayor Wilson: I personally feel that the sacrifice that was made particularly by these young men at that time and the sacrifices made by the nation was something that in my opinion today wasn’t worth it. At that time I thought it was.

Narrator: Tom McClure was lucky he came back from Vietnam.

Tom McClure: Most of us were glad to serve and looking back at it now we would do it again if it became necessary, but I think we would rather try to do it with little more zeal and go with the attitude of winning as opposed to trying to stop something.

Narrator: Christmas 1968 on Hill 88 near Danang, Ron Simpson and other members of the 138th display photos of their wives. For Simpson it is his last Christmas. Today his body is in the town cemetery across the road from his parent’s home. His five-year-old daughter was born 10 days after he was killed.

Mrs. Simpson: So many lives have been lost and so many families have been hurt over it which I am sure there are other families have hurt as we have, but I still believe it’s all in vain.

Narrator: Mr. Simpson do you think Ronny died needlessly?

Mr. Simpson: Absolutely, in all the 5400 boys died the same way and that’s all the way we can feel. If we’d won the war, what would we have had? We would have nothing.

Narrator: Ron Simpson’s younger sister once wrote a school essay about the men of the 138th. This thing from over Vietnam was getting pretty big she wrote, so they sent our National Guardsman, that was not right because the men were supposed to stay here, not to have to go and fight and kill like they were supposed to do in Vietnam.
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