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Chapter 21 – Section 1
The Nixon Administration


Mike Wallace: It’s important to remember that what ultimately led to the Watergate break-in was driven by presidential politics, by Richard Nixon’s fear of losing. By the spring of 1971 it was becoming clear that he could turn out to be a one-term president. His popularity had plunged to its lowest since his election. The democrats’ smelled blood, four of them declared for the presidency, but Senator Edmund Muskie of Maine was the clear front-runner 

Senator Muskie: “And I think that candidate is me”.

Male Speaker #1: McGovern was the candidate that beginning in January when I was tracking all the polls and would study the poll data daily, he was the one candidate that we wanted more than anything else but never dreamt could ever get nominated.

Mike Wallace: Who was the guy that you feared?

Male Speaker #1: Muskie, Muskie would have been of much more difficult candidate for Nixon to defeat.

Berl Bernhard: The documentation of what they intended to do about Senator Muskie is clear. Mr. Pat Buchanan, back in March of 1971 wrote a memo to Mr. Nixon and said as follows, “If Mr. Muskie is not cut and bleeding before he goes into New Hampshire he will likely massively win there.” Another memo from Mr. Buchanan to the president and he said “who should we get to poke the sharp stick into the cage to bring Muskie howling forth. More important what kind of stick is more affective?”

Donald Segretti: He got a call out of the blue.

Mike Wallace: From.

Donald Segretti: Dwight Chapin working in the White House. He asked me if I wanted to work in the campaign for Richard Nixon, the 72-election campaign.

Mike Wallace: And what they really wanted you to do was…

Donald Segretti: Dirty tricks.

Berl Bernhard: We had the biggest fundraiser planned that we had ever put together. We are hoping to raise over a million dollars and really enable us to continue in the race. We had it at the Washington Hilton and what happened? Mr. Segretti, Mr. Chapin and others determined to really disrupt it. How’d they do it?

Donald Segretti: We were in limousines in the name of the campaign. We invited foreign ambassadors to arrive as honored guests. We ordered pizza, chicken…

Berl Bernhard: They sent thousands of flowers collect and what was the result? Instead of dealing with the finance people that we had hoped to deal with, I was apologizing to ambassadors from the African States. I was arguing with the people who sent the hundreds of pizzas saying why has this occurred I was worrying about all of those things instead of doing what we wanted to do. 

Mike Wallace: You wrote some kind of a letter on Muskie stationary. You remember that one?

Donald Segretti: Yes, we mailed it to Jackson campaign headquarters, hoping that they would believe it came from one of the other candidates.

Mike Wallace: It was addressed to “dear fellow democrats” and you remember what it said in effect? 

Berl Bernhard: Yes, it was a letter widely disseminated, accusing Senator’s Hubert Humphrey and Scoop Jackson of sexual and alcoholic misconduct. It said that he had an illegitimate daughter named Marianne Kramer born February 7th 1929, etc, etc, etc.

Donald Segretti: It is totally fallacious. None of it was true.

Mike Wallace: And you were responsible for that?

Donald Segretti: I was involved in that yes.

Berl Bernhard: What it ended up with was pitting the democratic candidates angrily against one another.

Mike Wallace: By late spring Muskie was finished and the Republicans got the opponent they wanted, George McGovern.  

Berl Bernhard: They destroyed the one centrist candidate who had the greatest possibility of beating President Nixon in the fall. What they had done was to destroy a candidate in another party to assure their own re-election. It in my judgment deprived the American people of a legitimate choice.
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