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Chapter 21 – Section 2

The Watergate Scandal


Male Speaker: Committee will come to order.

Narrator: This is how America finally learned about Watergate and what a spectacle it was. The nation was transfixed as witness after witness was brought in front of the Watergate Committee to tell their part of the Watergate story. None more fascinating then White House council John Dean.

Male Speaker #2: Dean perhaps held the key to the Watergate scandal and perhaps the key to the involvement of the president, if there was any involvement and therefore he was somebody who played such an important role as a broker and a mediator and a pusher that he was an essential witness.
Male Speaker #3: I told him that all I have been able to do was to contain the case and assist in keeping it out of the White House.
Narrator: For five days in a deliberate and steady monotone, John Dean laid out the entire affair from break in to cover up, implicating all the Presidents’ men, implicating the President. He freely admitted that as the President’s lawyer, all things related to the Watergate scandal went through him at one time or another. He controlled the cover up.
Male Speaker #3: The President told me I have done a good job and he appreciated how difficult a task it had been. The President was pleased that the case had stopped with Liddy.
Narrator: Dean told the committee of a conversation he’d had with the President earlier that year on March 21st when he realized he could no longer keep things under control.
Male Speaker #3: I began by telling the President that there was a cancer growing on the presidency and if the cancer was not removed the President himself would be killed by it.
Male Speaker #2: The investigation was getting closer and closer to the White House.  Obviously President Nixon was feeling the heat, although he was trying to convince the people he was on top of government and he wasn’t paying, he is paying very little attention to Watergate the fact is he was consumed by the Watergate issue.
President Nixon: Let me remind you that the finest steel has to go through the hottest fire, and I can assure you my friends this room is full of fine steel tonight. Thank you.
Narrator: More testimony damaging to the President. L. Patrick Gray no longer FBI director, told the Senators about a conversation he had with Richard Nixon in which he warned the President of a conspiracy by his closest advisors to obstruct justice.
Male Speaker #4: Mr. President there is something I want to speak to you about, Dick Walters and I feel that people on your staff are trying to mortally wound you by using the CIA and FBI.
Narrator: The committee continued to zero in on the President for weeks. They had been demanding that Mr. Nixon’s send over presidential documents relevant to the Watergate enquiry and he was balking. So the Committee Chairman Sam Ervin decided to try the personal touch and telephoned him.
Male Speaker #4: We’re all sitting in senator Ervin’s office and we could only hear one side of the conversation and then suddenly Ervin’s face got flushed, no Mr. President we are not out to get you Mr. President, Mr. President we just want to get at the facts Mr. President, we are not out to get you Mr. President, no, and his face was getting flusher and flusher and he finally hung up and he turned to us and he said you know what the President was yelling on the phone to me, you’re out to get me, you’re out to get me, you’re out to get me.
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