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Chapter 21 – Section 3
Ford and Carter


Narrator: When the President returned from Camp David this morning he said Secretary of State Vance, would be making a statement later in the day about the Iranian seizure of the U.S. Embassy, the two consulates and the almost 60 hostages, but when the experts digested the details and faced the stark depressing reality that the U.S. had so few options to play for getting the American’s released, the idea about a Vance statement was unceremoniously dropped. All the U.S. had was a so called assurance from the Iranian government that the Americans would be released. U.S. officials want to believe the assurance though there is nothing to back it up. That was reflected in Secretary Vance’s face, if not in his answer when asked whether he thought the Americans could get out safely.
Secretary Vance: I have received assurances that they will be kept safe and well by the Iranian government and I expect the Iranian government to carry out those assurances.

Narrator: At the Iranian embassy here the Shar de Efirs, Ali Agha suggested the price was the return of the Shah at a minimum he said some sign.
Male Speaker #1: The demand for example to return the Shah to Iran and all the wealth that he has accumulated and invested in this country which belongs to the Iranian people to be return to Iran this is a positive sign.
Narrator: At the State Department, spokesman Hodding Carter said no, the U.S. would not turnover the Shah and he bristled at the suggestion by GOP Presidential hopeful John Connelly, that the administration was guilty of what Connelly called appeasement in the way it’s handled the Iranian crises.
Male Speaker #2: We are not concerned about making a political show, we are not concerned about trying to demonstrate that we are anything expect the responsible government concerned about its citizens in Iran. The tactics that are used, the approach that we take, the pubic statements that we make, have as your basic necessity that overriding consideration.
Narrator: Part of the administrations problem is no one knows whom to blame for the takeover of the Embassy. One official said, there’s chaos, a form of anarchy in Tehran and no official here would be surprised if the Barseghan government now collapsed.
The administration is now emphasizing diplomacy leaning on the Iranian government as the way to get the Americans released.  We don’t have the shadow or superman in our employ, was the way one U.S. official here put it, but if diplomacy doesn’t work there are the usual military contingency plans around, though no one here at the moment is focusing on those.
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