PAGE  
Chapter 22 – Section 1

The New Conservatism


Male Voice: Barry Goldwater will never compromise his independence.

Narrator: Barry Morris Goldwater began his political career in 1952, when he ran for the Senate in Arizona and won. Politically he was conservative; personally he was brash and plain speaking, anti tax, anti big government and most of all, anti-communist.  

Barry Goldwater: I charge that this administration is soft on Communism and you know it.

Narrator: By the 60's the grand old party had a new young look. (Crowd chanting: “We want Barry”) Goldwater attracted young voters by convincing them, the Democratic Party was out of touch. 

Barry Goldwater: It’s an empty shell, into which has crawled every anti-American idea that has ever popped into this country.

Narrator: When Goldwater was nominated for President in 1964, his speech defined him and haunted him for the rest of his career. 

Barry Goldwater: I would remind you that extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice.

Narrator: Lyndon Johnson jumped at the chance to portray Goldwater as a “loose cannon” in the nuclear age. In one of the biggest landslides in history, Lyndon Johnson buried Barry Goldwater. 

Barry Goldwater: I have no bitterness, no rank or toll. 

Narrator: Four years later Goldwater was back in the Senate, he told Richard Nixon, a man he once considered a friend, that if Nixon did not resign after Watergate, he would probably be impeached. 

Barry Goldwater: Mr. Nixon hurt the Republican Party and he hurt America and frankly I don’t think he should ever be forgiven. (President Ronald Reagan presenting to Barry Goldwater: “Here you go, Mr. Conservative”.)

Narrator: In 1986 Goldwater left public life but not the public eye, as he grew older he also grew tougher to label. Mr. Conservative supported President Clinton's plan to allow gay people in the military. He knew he made people angry, he'd been doing it all is life.

Barry Goldwater: I don’t care what they think, as long as they think I’m honest.
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