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Chapter 22 – Section 4
The End of the Cold War


Narrator: Dawn, the movement starts its second week under but not obedient to Marshall Law. Midnight songs mark the new day some applauded, some slept, and some may have thought back through the days and weeks to the beginnings of this people’s movement. The posters, the words spread by notes and audio cassettes to campuses and then across the country. April 27th, that first march to the square, the police lines yielded, no one had known they would, May 4th; anniversary of that other movement for science and democracy 70 years ago, a hunger strike, has the movement changed China? Some in the square think so.
Male Speaker #1: I think China will change a lot because of this movement because you get stirred up, the people’s the sense of democracy.
Male Speaker #2: I think the twenty first century will be China’s century.
Narrator: Some veterans of other people’s movements agree China will never be the same.

Male Speaker #3: I think it’s impossible for a government with all of its military might and power to turn around a people when they have made up their mind to be free.
Narrator: John Lewis’ movement, marched, they sat in and changed America. The Poles know ideas are hard to kill, Solidarity banned in 1982, legalized in 1989. And here in China a reporter remembers all the crowds, the faces all kinds of people not just students remembers an old man telling a translator I don’t like Lee Pung and then grinning wide in wonder adding, now I can say what I think. This was a place of censorship and self-censorship no more.
Female Speaker: For the last couple of weeks they have been shouting their thoughts so the Pandora's Box of decades of taboo has been opened, and I don’t think it can ever be put back again.
Narrator: The students have lit a flame in China and whatever happens in this square it will be very hard for the government to put it out.
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