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Chapter 23 – Section 2
The Clinton Years

Narrator: It was a jubilant rally, a hundred thousand people in Tel Aviv’s Central Square in celebration of peace. There were speeches and songs and a sense that the peace that has eluded Israel for so long might actually be possible. But it ended in chaos, with Yitzhak Rabin the soldier and statesman who had led Israel down the road towards that peace cut down by a fellow Israeli and with this death came the end of innocence for Israel, a land that has known war, but never in its 47 year modern history assassination of its political leaders.

Female Speaker: I am really stunned at what happened I don’t think; I was never able to think that something like this would come to Israel.

Narrator: No one knew more about war and peace than Yitzhak Rabin. Born in Jerusalem, he was Israel’s first native-born Prime Minister. Rabin joined the Palmach, the Jewish underground forces. He was a young Commander in Israel’s War of Independence in 1948 and had become Chief of Staff by 1967 when Israel triumphed against the combined Arab armies.

Rabin: None of us expected the military results of the six-day war, in the way that they were achieved.

Narrator: Later as Defense Minister Rabin showed his hard edge when he put down the Palestinian revolt in the occupied territories ordering his soldiers in his words to break bones.

Rabin: Violence and terror will achieve nothing, but more suffering to themselves.

Narrator: Rabin served two terms as Prime Minister, but it was his military record that gave him the credentials to make peace. Israelis trusted this warrior even in 1993 as he shook the hand that had led the enemy for so long.

Rabin: We who have come from a land where parents bury their children. We who have fought against you, the Palestinians we say to you today in a loud and a clear voice enough of blood and tears. Enough!

Narrator: The peace accord they signed that day led to another stage in Oslo where they shared the Nobel Peace Price. In person Rabin was a chain smoking, scotch drinking, former soldier. He relaxed with the tennis game that was more competitive then skilled and he approached his public role with the sardonic humor.

Rabin: First the good news I am the last speaker.

Narrator: But he knew history, especially when he was living in.
Rabin: Take a look at the stage the King of Jordan, the President of Egypt, Chairman Arafat and us the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister of Israel on one platform with the President of the United States. Please take a good hard look the site you see, you see before you at this moment was impossible, was unthinkable just three years ago, only poets dreamt of it.

Narrator: The scene in Tel Aviv last night was also the stuff of dreams, until it turned into a nightmare. When it was over Shimon Peres, Rabin’s long time rival and now his successor promised that the peace process would continue.

Shimon Peres: You can kill a person, you can bring an end to life, you cannot kill an idol.
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