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Chapter 24 – Section 1
America Enters a New Century


Narrator: Televisions role in events of the past 12 hours is sure to be the subject of considerable scrutiny in the days and weeks to come because the best judgment of varied experts resulted in some premature calls that had to be retracted. Here is a look at one wild night of television.

In Austin and in Nashville it began as most any election night might optimistic crowds poised to party when their man goes over the top.

Dan Rather: It’s 7 p.m. in the east and this is how the all important electoral vote count shapes up at this moment, 270 needed to be elected, remember it’s still very early.

Narrator: That would prove to be an understatement, an hour later several north eastern states came in for Gore and the dog fight was underway especially when exit poll information projected Gore the winner in Florida.

Reporter: Dan this is huge for them because they knew if they lost Florida they were going to have to run the table for the rest of the battlegrounds.  

Narrator: Yet almost three hours later faulty vote counts forced a dramatic reversal of fortune in Florida.

Dan Rather: Now we are pulling back into the undecided column because some bad data came from certain precincts in Florida.

Narrator: Other states trickled in, but it was clear it would all come down to the sunshine state. Hours went by with the tally unchanged both candidates within a whisper of a win.

Dan Rather: You know, if you love politics you’re got to love this.

Narrator: Finally at 2:18 a.m. with crowds beside themselves with anxiety it was over or so it seemed.

Dan Rather: And I have never seen anything like this.

Narrator: Slowly though even that projection unraveled and a long strange night turned stranger still.

Dan Rather: Bulletin senior Gore aid confirms Gore withdraws concession in U.S. Presidential race more to follow.  That’s bulletin material…

Narrator: And of course the final chapter is a long way from being written now.

PAGE  
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery


