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Chapter 24 – Section 4
A Time of Challenges

Narrator: With Iran captivated by today’s headlines Iranian President Ahmadinejad said, joining the club is just the beginning. Irani’s says they’ll enrich uranium on a scale hundreds of times larger then what they have now if true that would be enough to produce hundreds of nuclear warheads.

John Bolton: That is leaving a potential nuclear weapons capability in the hands of the world’s largest state sponsor of terrorism and that is not a happy prospect.

Narrator: All eyes now are on Mohamed ElBaradei the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency dispatched to Iran by the United Nations to verify if Iran claims are true. The U.S. is now pushing the U.N. to be more forceful.

Condoleezza Rice: There is no doubt in my mind that if the Iranians continue down this course there has to be some course of action by the Security Council.

Narrator: U.S. officials want to avoid turning this into a head to head confrontation and they got help today: reaction from the British, seriously concerned: the Germans, another step in the wrong direction by Iran: the French, Iran must stop its dangerous activities and Russia urging Iran to stop all enrichment work, but clearly the U.S. speaks loudest and today most confrontationally. Today Deputy Chief of Staff Karl Rove said about Ahmadinejad.

Karl Rove: He is not a rational human being to deal with and we are going to have to use every diplomatic tool the United Nations, the International Atomic Energy Agency, and our partners in Europe to bring pressure to bear to stop this.
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