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Chapter 1 – Section 1 
Geography Handbook


Female Speaker #1: This is an antique map of Africa from the Sixteenth Century. I like it because of this wonderful sea-monster…..   

Narrator: If you’re wondering where you’re going and how to get there…. 

Female Speaker #1: This is the Vignelli design for the subway map from the 60’s. 

Narrator: The answers may be found in Room 117. 

Female Speaker #1: It’s one of the greatest map collections in the world and if only because it goes from the Sixteenth Century to the present. From the paper map to what we might call the vapor map – the computer map. 

Narrator: When Alice Hudson, chief of the map division, first came here in 1970 straight out of graduate school; room 117 looked a lot like this. 

Female Speaker #1: For me, it was just a comfortable old map room. But now it’s sort of Versailles. 

Narrator: A five million dollar renovation completed six months ago has made the room, officially, the Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division come alive. 

Female Speaker #1: This molding here has a wonderful array of lions’ heads, and they’re holding these garlands of fruit. We never knew those lions’ heads were there. 

Narrator: It is now the perfect setting, says Hudson, for the rich and eclectic collection of a half-a-million maps and atlases. There are maps that take you places. 
Female Speaker #1: Here’s the Milky Way across the sky. 
Narrator: And maps that show you where we’ve been. 

Female Speaker #1: New Mexico and Arizona are still one state. This is all New Mexico. 

Narrator: Maps that reveal a changing, sometimes, skewed view of the world. 

Female Speaker #1: This one I love because of California as an island. That might be a prediction of things to come. 

Narrator: This 20th century classroom map is now considered politically incorrect because it puts America in the center of the world. Here’s the way the Australians would like to think of the world. 
Female Speaker #1: Would like to think of the world.

Narrator: While this map, upside down to us, is just right to Australians. The way the world looks, depends on who’s making the map. 
Female Speaker #1: That’s right. Absolutely! 
Male Speaker: This is from lower Manhattan in the 1850’s. 

Narrator: The goal is to have most of the library’s map collection available online. That might seem counter-productive after spending five million dollars to bring out the glories of the map room. Not to Alice Hudson. 

Female Speaker #1: It’s a wonderful way to get our collection out beyond the walls of the library. But it’s not always, in the end, what the reader needs. They often need to see the original material. 
Narrator: And what better place to do that – than in room 117.
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