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Chapter 3 – Section 3 
World Climate Patterns


Narrator: The steaming jungles of the tropics, the Sun’s rays hit the equator, trapped beneath the jungle canopy all that heat creates one of the most extreme environments there is the jungles of Belize.

For most of the year the Sun lies directly overhead, so there are no conventional seasons here as we know them, just hot and wet, then a little less wet.  Even the daily weather is delightfully predictable. There are clear skies in the morning, showers in the afternoon and clear skies again in the evening. It’s a weatherman’s dream. The one wild card in all this predictability is the vast amount of energy constantly being built up in all this heat and humidity.

It’s all that energy that makes this place as cloudy as it is. The heat warms the land; rainwater evaporates from the vast amount of vegetation and rises. The water vapor condenses into tiny droplets that create huge clouds; the droplets collide growing larger until gravity pulls them down again. The weather here is in a continuous cycle fueled by heat, and whether you’re in the water or on the riverbank it doesn’t make a whole lot of difference because everything is permanently soaked. As the heat of the day subsides, all the moisture hanging in the air means nightfall can bring heavy rain or worse. After 12 hours of sunshine, when hot humid air releases massive amounts of energy this is the result. A big storm can dump several inches of rain in a night equal in power to an atomic bomb that can also reduce the jungle to matchwood. 
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