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Chapter 4 – Section 1 
World Population


Female Speaker #1: The state of Bihar is at the wrong end of most of the countries league tables, but the realities here in Raksol, close to the border with Nepal, are reflected in much of rural India. The choked and crowded town of Raksol can rustle up a traffic jam worthy of Calcutta. The average number of children here has come down over the past half century from 6 to 4. But policy makers despair of bringing it down further in states like Bihar. Which are officially categorized as BIMARU or sick. In the 70s the government tried to force people to accept family planning, but the brutality of that approach has been discredited.
The new approach is based on persuasion and education. Dunkin hospital pumps out the message in village clinics, women’s groups and at the weekly anti-natal class.
Female Speaker #2: It is kind of an uphill struggle. There’s very few people who are willing to accept family planning. They don’t understand that it would be a national disaster if our population grows. Often we have to just keep, you know, persuading the patient until they finally accept. That is not usually the mother’s decision. It is up to the husband, and the mother-in-law, and other people in the family.
Male Speaker #1: The week is over, time to tally up the figures in the book of new lives.
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