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Chapter 4 – Section 3 
Political and Economic Systems


Narrator: This is the Granary Burial Ground in Boston Massachusetts. It’s where today’s Americans come to pay homage to the patriots of the past. The people who lie here died fighting for their independence. Many had come as settlers from Britain and they were rebelling against the country they’d left behind. They were making a revolution. They were determined that in their new land it would be the people, not the crown, not parliament, but the people who would be sovereign. Two hundred years on I wondered how much those rights still mattered.

As you know, in the Bill of Rights is a very long document full of all kinds of rights and liberties. What of all the ones in there are the ones that matter most to you as an American now?

Male Speaker #1: Me as an American now, probably freedom of speech.
Narrator: Which one is that?
Male Speaker #1: What amendment is it?  Rob?
Child: It’s the first amendment.
Male Speaker #1: Is it the first amendment?

Narrator: It’s the first amendment, Rob got it right exactly.  Well done.
Why is that first amendment right important to you?

Child: Because you can speak what you want and without being afraid of being prosecuted or stuff like that.
Narrator: Exactly right.

As you know, you as an American have a whole lot of rights what of all the ones that are in there matter you most?
Female Speaker: Freedom of religion.
Narrator: Freedom of religion, why is that one important?

Female Speaker: Well because what we do, we engage in a bible ministry, a door-to-door ministry and because of that we’re able to do that we are able to engage in that ministry.

Male Speaker #2: Oh, first of all, well if you read the Bill of Rights, actually the Second Amendment to me is very important  
Narrator: What’s the second amendment?

Male Speaker #2: Well, second amendment is the right to bear arms and form a militia. If you will, I don’t exactly carry a gun. It seems kind of ironic that I point that out, but in times of an insurrection or something to that effect it’s nice to know that you could.

Narrator: But do most Americans in your view have a grasp of what the Constitution gives them and allows them?

Male Speaker #2: Not letter of the law, but rather spirit of the law, and you don’t necessarily have to know that the Fourth Amendment has to do with search and seizure and that the Ohio versus Robinette Supreme Court case did this for you, but you do know that if a cop pulls you over, you’ve got certain rights, so that’s what the Bill of Rights are.

Male Speaker #3: You know I feel as an American citizen that I have the freedom to do and to aspire to whatever I want to be. 
Narrator: That’s enshrined in the Bill of Rights for you? 
Male Speaker #3: Absolutely I mean no matter what your race, no matter what your gender is, starting from a little kid that’s what I was taught in school and that’s what my parents taught me is I can be whatever I want to be.   
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