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Chapter 5 – Section 1
The Land – The United States and Canada


Narrator: The Mississippi is the largest, longest, and most important river in the United States of America. Because the river’s so heavily used by people, they also try to control it. It travels south for over three and a half thousand kilometers to the Gulf of Mexico, gathering water from half the United States of America. Its drainage basin is the fourth largest in the world. The Mississippi River has always been very important for the USA. Throughout history this great river has flooded. Each time depositing rich sediment that’s formed a flood plain 150 kilometers wide, the widest in the world. This rich farming soil attracted the first European settlers, 300 years ago. In 1718, the city of New Orleans was built at the mouth of the river. This city became the entrance to the unexplored heartland of the United States. This is New Orleans today.  By 1830, steamboats were traveling up and down the Mississippi, carrying people and cargos to and from New Orleans. Now the city is the largest river port in the world and the river is one of the busiest in the world. It transports goods across half the United States. One ship can move as much as 1500 railway cars or 6,000 trucks. The docks of New Orleans are full of ships being loaded and unloaded with all kinds of goods. Some carry wood, some carry paper, others carry food, which has been grown on the Mississippi floodplains. Different ships transport coal, gas and metals across the United States.
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