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Chapter 6 – Section 1 
The United States


Male Speaker #1: When my grandparents described seeing the statue, it was a really emotional moment when they came over here. It represented like the fruition of their dreams, they were finally here now their whole new life was going to start. I think it held that for a lot of people. 

Female Speaker: Lauren and Erica are learning a lot about their country right now in school and I think this kind of adds to their education. Just seeing the Statue of Liberty and knowing that their freedom cannot be frustrated. And that’s what the Statue of Liberty says to me and I hope it says that to my daughters.

Narrator: Why did Ms. Liberty became associated with immigration. Because in 1892 on an island nearby a processing station opened to deal with the increasing flood of immigrants. Four out of every ten Americans now alive have an ancestor who came through it. The millions of immigrants who streamed through here faced rebirth.

America is the only country in the world where everybody is descended from immigrants. Anglo-Americans, Irish-Americans, Italian-Americans, Spanish-Americans, African-Americans, it’s a nation of hyphens. Even the Indians, the Native Americans are actually immigrants too, since they migrated across the Bering Strait from Siberia into Alaska in prehistoric times. This sense of overlay and mixture and continuous superimposition is absolutely fundamental to the way that Americans imagine themselves. And it reached a kind of peak of intensity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when floods of Europeans came across the Atlantic and transformed American culture.   
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