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Chapter 9 – Section 1
Mexico – Cultural Geography

Narrator: Teotihuacan was one of the world’s five largest cities when Europe was still in the Dark Ages. By the time Cortez arrived, other civilizations had developed, not least the Aztecs. They too used this place as a center for their culture. When Europeans arrived in the Americas there were 40 million people already living there. In what is now central Mexico, the Emperor Montezuma ruled about ten million Aztecs, stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts. In two years the Aztec empire was destroyed. Steel weapons, cavalry and European diseases wiped out all but about a million of the Aztec population within a century. Beneath today’s Mexico City lies an older capital. Montezuma’s city stood where this great central square now lies. The European capital was built deliberately on top of it in order to obliterate the heart of the Aztec civilization. The site of the old Aztec palace is now occupied by the National palace. Mexicans today are proud of the achievement of the civilization which Cortez destroyed and these modern murals salute it.
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