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Chapter 9 – Section 2
Central America and the Caribbean – Cultural Geography

Narrator: It is said that the Caribbean Indians call this island Madinina, “the Island of flowers”, now it’s Martinique, one of the French islands in the Caribbean, it’s beautiful and it’s prosperous. Until 1939 Martinique had politically followed much the same pattern as other colonial islands in the Caribbean. The French have been on the island for 300 years and most ordinary people have no complaints. Compared with the British Islands, where real independence was now in sight, the French islands had a serious problem of identity.

Liberty, egalite, fraternite, the principles of the French revolution applied just as much to Martinicans as they do to the French people, in that respect they are all equal citizens, and yet they are not really equal. However you describe Martinicans the one thing they are not is European.
Captioning: It seemed to me the very basis of our identity was what I called “negritude”. By that I mean, our roots in Africa. It was these which seemed to me to be the characteristic which united everyone in the Caribbean.

Narrator: For Martinicans, being French has always required some sacrifices. This park is full of memorials to Martinicans who died fighting France’s wars all over the world. Not only thousands who were conscripted in the first World War and who died in the trenches in Verdun, but in World War II, Martinicans who fled the Vichy regime here in Martinique to join De Gaul’s Free French. So the French connection goes back a very long way. It’s extraordinary to reflect that Martinique has been French longer than Calais has been French, before Strasbourg, before Nice. In the capital Fort-de-France the girls are beautiful, chic and very French. It’s an extraordinary example of that wholesale transfer of culture that’s the feature of French colonialism.
Captioning: I am Martinican, Antillean, French. I love France. You must love France if you are French. You have to love France.
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