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Chapter 10 – Section 1
The Economy - Latin America

Female Narrator: Brazil exports more coffee then anywhere else in the world. I went to the southwest of the country to join the harvest and find out how the fruit of these bushes is turned into one of our favorite drinks. Harvest starts early in the morning on the Monchi Allegre farm, and workers come from miles around. We are surrounded by coffee everywhere, all this greenery, it’s all coffee. Time for the hard work to begin. There was no hanging about. First task was to lay out huge sacks to catch the cherries as we picked them. Once the cherries are picked, they need sieving.

What this does is it gets out all the leaves and all bits of twigs and things so that it’s just pure berries in the sacks.
In this container they weigh the berries to see how many there are and Juan is making a note of that with his little computer thing over there. And that’s how they calculate the wages.
Firstly the cherries need to be washed and separated. The red and green ones sink to the bottom and the over ripe ones float to be used in a different sort of coffee. These machines also take the skin off the cherries before they are all laid out on the patio for drying.

After being dried up the beans are stored in wooden containers for weeks on end until they are ready to be roasted.  
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