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Chapter 10– Section 2
People and Their Environment – Latin America

Narrator: I’m right in the heart of the Amazon rainforest, incredibly hot, humid and this place is alive with insects. Now I’m only about a hundred yards or so inland from the banks of the Rio Negro, one of the great tributaries of the Amazon. But I may as well be in the middle of nowhere, take a look from our balloon camera, high over the jungle, these trees stretch for thousands of miles in all directions. That’s why climate scientists are so worried about the fate of this forest and the impact on the global climate. Take a view also down in the depths of the forest; this is home to a third of the world’s plants and animal species. The threat of the soy trade is seen as very real here. There’s great concern that as those great swaths of this forest are chopped down to make way for the soy farms, there will be a great impact on our climate. 
From the air you get a sense of the scale of the deforestation. In this vast clearing, only one tree is left standing. All the others have made way for crops of soy beans and much of this soy comes to Europe to be used as chicken feed. Some is shipped to Liverpool and today the Bishop of Liverpool is in the rainforest and condemns this trade. 

Male Speaker: Now I love standing on the banks of the Mersey, actually I love standing by Anthony Cornby’s statues of those men on Crosby beach, and you see these ships coming and going, it’s a great sight you think there’s something very noble about that. And, but now, of course, when I stand watching those ships I’ll be thinking well what are they carrying? And are they carrying these soy beans, and are these soy beans being used to fatten the chickens and cows and I’ll be thinking to myself, the next time I buy a chicken, piece of meat, I’ll want to know how they’ve been fed, and if I discover that they’ve been fed on soy that’s been grown in the Amazon, by chopping down the rainforest, then I won’t be buying it and I’ll be telling my friends not to as well.
Narrator: The Bishop of Liverpool there. Now there are negotiations going on between campaigners and various major food producers and retailers about trying to have a new system where they only buy soy that produced on land already cleared of forest. Those talks are going on right now. So if you let me leave you with a final view of this great rainforest, you get a sense of why it is regarded as so precious, it’s so huge the scale of things here is so vast, no wonder that people are really worried now about the impact of this latest trade, in the forest, what it could mean for us all.
PAGE  
1
Content provided by BBC Motion Gallery


