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Chapter 11 – Section 2
Climate and Vegetation - Europe


Narrator: For 100,000 years icecaps were a global feature. As warming overcame the planet 12,000 years ago, they shrank and Great Britain and Northern Europe emerged. Offshore Norwegian islands almost drowned, the ocean and its life flooded into fjords. Finally the glaciers receded from the fjords they had carved and left a landscape for life to reclaim. Today this icy remnant is the largest icecap in Europe. After the ice, Norway and Sweden were a slate wiped clean; lands for the taking but only by those up to their stern challenge. Winter is the combined assault of cold and drought. Running water is locked away in the frigid grip that conifers either shrug off or endure, while still keeping their leaves. Sometimes the double glazed burden of melted and refrozen snow is more than a tree can bear. The growth of hardy conifers is limited by cold, and above that threshold winter lingers on well into April. Beneath the rotting snow there is only one browse preferred and disputed over by the reindeer -lichen. Now spring must come with its heralds. Once more running water is freely available. The first floral herald of spring is the purple saxifrage. Cold hastens the autumn tinge of birch and dwarf shrubs, green vegetation dies back to reveal a luxuriant summer growth of lichen that frosts the high plateau just in time for the wild reindeer to graze.
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