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Chapter 12 – Section 2
Western Europe – Cultural Geography

Female Narrator: Looking at this little lot, you would never ever guess that tulips weren’t from Amsterdam. Would you? This is the blooming markt, and what makes this special compare to any other flower markt is that, although it may not look like it the whole thing is actually floating on water.
The blooming markt isn’t the only good use being made of the canals in Amsterdam.
There are about 2,500 house boats moored here. In the 1950s people who couldn’t afford houses on land bought up barges going cheap and made them into floating homes. In fact if it wasn’t for all this water, Amsterdam wouldn’t be here at all. It takes its name from this river, the Amstel, which runs right through the middle of the city. Four hundred years ago the canals originally built to protect the city from attack provided the perfect way into the city for wealthy merchants, trading in spices, porcelain, precious stones, and textiles. So it’s not surprising that the Seventeenth Century became know as the golden age. The beautiful houses lining the canals were built at this time and Amsterdam became one of the first planned cities in the world.  As time went on the canals served another purpose everyone dumped their waste into the increasingly smelly waterways. The canals became open sewers and the problem got so bad that in the summer people actually had to leave the city to avoid the stench.  Thankfully for me and my nose, these days the canals are flushed out regularly three times a week, the slew escapes here are shut and fresh water is pumped straight in.
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