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Chapter 12 – Section 3
Southern Europe – Cultural Geography

Male Narrator: Trading gateway to the east. Venice has been the meeting place of two worlds for more than a thousand years. Here art and trade marry in an explosion of splendid palaces and miraculous churches. The Grand Canal, there is nothing, nothing like this in the world, of course there’s not. This great highway, water highway, highway of palaces with the spectacular architecture, floats it seems on water. This is the largest canal in Venice, a fusion of nature and engineering, harnessed by man; it weaves its way through the city, lined with palaces built on stilts hammered deep into the muddy waters. The palaces were also warehouses, the princes also merchants. The riches of the world were brought to Venice, from the orient, spices and silk from India and Damascus and these riches were transformed into architecture and the buildings scream not just of power and of wealth, but also of all parts of the world particularly the east, one sees oriental influence, and sees Muslim influence as well as classical design and a thing called Venetian Gothic.
It takes half an hour to mosey down the Grand Canal, and it’s one of the best 30 minutes life has to offer. Here is the Ca’d’Oro, one of Venice’s finest palazzo’s. It was built in the 15th century and once sparkled with gold leaf, then the Rialto Bridge, the first great bridge across the Grand Canal linking the commercial heart of the city with its political head.

Venice is many, many things, but one thing it is, is frozen in time, the city we see now has changed little since the mid 17th century. Just breath taking.
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