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Chapter 12 – Section 4
Eastern Europe – Cultural Geography

Narrator: The rest of Eastern Europe has been westernizing for more than a decade, but Bosnia has been left behind. On the road to European integration, it has a lot of catching up to do. In Bosnia, Muslim Bosniacs, Orthodox Christian Serbs, and Roman Catholic Croats had lived peacefully together. The conflict began when Communism collapsed in 1991. Serb-nationalist forces launched a war to carve out an ethnically pure state on what had always been multi-ethnic territory. Hundreds of thousands of non-Serbs were driven from their homes, many were murdered. In the west, Croatian nationalists did the same. Bosnia added a new term to the lexicon of brutality, ethnic cleansing. Ethnic cleansing drove two million from their homes, half Bosnia’s population. There are new laws now which entitle them to return, but many are too afraid to go back to communities where the perpetrators of the cleansing are still at large, but the peace still that ended the war did split the difference. It divided Bosnia into two entities: the Serb controlled Republika Srpska in half the country and a Muslim-Croat Federation in the other half. The Dayton Peace Accord of 1995 was heralded at that time as a diplomatic triumph.
Male Speaker: The talks that began here today are the best chance to achieve peace since the war began.

Narrator: But Dayton divided the country along ethnic lines. It gave legitimacy to territory seized by force. It gave the ethnic cleansers much of what they wanted. It left those who’d organized the ethnic cleansing, those who’d fought to destroy Bosnia as a state, in power. Many are still in power. Only the kick starting of economic life, genuine wealth creation will lift Bosnia out of the poverty into which it has sunk. Without a wealth generating economy essentials like this regional hospital will degenerate further. Many Bosnians yearn for the pre-war days of state ownership, but going back to Communism is not an option. Foreign investors want to see a secure free market. Bosnians must embrace capitalism as well as peace.
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