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Chapter 13 – Section 2
People and Their Environment - Europe


Narrator: The water pumps are working overtime, but as fast as they drain the streets the Danube is flooding them again. In recent days this neighborhood has seen more water pass through its stores then anyone can recall. This make shift barricade here is the last line of defense between the Danube which is up to here and this normally very busy thoroughfare. The restaurants have had to close, the houses behind me have been evacuated and there is no indication when the residents are going to be able to return to their homes.
Patatoshich has lost both his home and livelihood his house and the restaurant he owns are washed out. We will be suffering the effects for a very long time he says. He doesn’t expect to move back until autumn. There are hopes that the river has finally peaked after weeks of rising waters, but another surge may yet come and there are fears that defenses along the Danube won’t hold. This water has yet to reach Serbia’s neighbors downstream, Romania and Bulgaria who are suffering as well. It’s the second year in a row that the Balkans has been hit by severe floods, but in the absence of longer term preventative measures people have to rely on sandbags and faith.
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