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Chapter 14 – Section 1
The Land - Russia


Narrator: A thousand miles and more to the southwest, not far from the headwaters of the Lena, lies one of the wonders of Siberia, Lake Baikal. Baikal is a place of superlatives. It’s very big, 400 miles long and up to 50 miles wide. It’s very deep, it lies in the trench of a rift valley and in places there is more then a mile of water beneath the ice. That makes it the deepest lake in the world. So the volume of water it contains is enormous. An incredible 20 percent of all the fresh water in the world is here in Baikal. It’s very old, more than 20 million years old. That makes it by far the planet’s most ancient lake, and because it’s old and it’s isolated from other lakes many of the creatures that live in its waters are unique. As the ice floes shatter and decay, life begins to stir. Rising from the depth a myriad creatures go upwards through the ice. Caddisflies, there are at least 20 different kinds on Baikal. Most are fully winged and they are good flyers, but in a few, the wings are vestigial. They skim around on the surface like pond skaters in search of a mate.
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