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Chapter 14 – Section 2
Climate and Vegetation - Russia


Female Speaker #1: Winter in Siberia may look stunning, but it is also deadly. January here is always harsh, but this is one of the coldest months in living memory. It is so cold that this man’s mustache froze as he walked outdoors. Temperatures are as low as minus 53ºC in the region of Kierkut. Frostbite is the biggest danger as 16-year-old Nastia found out. She is waiting to hear whether she will lose the use of both hands, all she did was walk home after she missed her last bus.    
None of the victims of frostbite here had realized quite how quickly the cold could affect them, at minus 50ºC, all it takes is half an hour with no gloves on, and at those temperatures breathing becomes difficult, and even the water in your eyes freezes up.
The cold is inescapable indoors too. The heating at Natasha Felipias flat barely works. It is difficult to sleep when there is ice on the bedroom wall. The bathroom is the only place warm enough for the children to do their homework, but at least they can afford winter clothes unlike some others.

Female Speaker #2: Some people don’t have the money to buy these winter clothes and they go out without shoes, without gloves because they simply don’t have them and we have been to many institutions, orphanages and boarding schools where kids can’t go to school because they have no winter shoes. 
Female Speaker #1: State institutions are running out of cash, resources at this TB clinic are strained at the best of times, extra heating is an expense it can ill afford.  The air inside is foul. But it is too cold for patients to go out to get the fresh air they need.  An energy crisis is looming even though this Siberian coal mine one of Russia’s biggest is still working. It is simply the distribution is so bad; that villages just 2 miles away have no heating. Despite all that, there are few signs of public anger at the lack of government aid. It is the stoic acceptance that life in Siberia is harsh and the man is no match for the elements.     
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