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Chapter 15 – Section 1
Population and Culture - Russia


Narrator: If a single building can represent the greatness of Russian culture, it’s Moscow’s Bolshoi theatre. Despite lucrative tours of the west and constant sell outs at home, its building is rundown after decades of neglect. The Bolshoi hasn’t had enough cash to renovate its home in more than 50 years.

Male Speaker: It’s very important to have this feeling of tradition, but technically it’s very old fashioned.

Narrator: Bolshoi means big in Russian and its building holds a maze of rehearsal halls and practice rooms behind the giant theatre. Though the dancing is sublime, the surroundings are shabby. 
Officials here have known for years that the Bolshoi theatre needs a Bolshoi renovation but coming up with the money to restore this Moscow landmark has been no small task. 
The UN’s cultural arm UNESCO tried for years to find private donors to fund the repairs but failed, perhaps because Russia didn’t offer tax breaks. Eventually the Russian government jumped in with several hundred million dollars. The government also funded the construction of a new smaller stage for the Bolshoi. That’s where the show will go on during the renovations, no matter how long it takes to give the face of Russian culture a facelift.
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