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Chapter 15 – Section 2
History and Government - Russia


Male Speaker #1: Hello and welcome to St. Petersburg in Russia. They call it the Venice of the north because it’s a beautiful city built on water. There is no doubt that St. Petersburg is one of the world’s great cities. For hundreds of years it was Russia’s capital. It’s window on the west. Everywhere you look; there are impressive buildings and its home to five million people.
 Because the city was built on swampland, the metro rail lines had to be laid deep underground which accounts for these incredibly long escalators. The idea behind the design of the metro stations was that they should be like palaces for the people. They have even got chandeliers above the track.
There is a legend that St. Petersburg was built in heaven and lowered here in one piece, only a miracle like this could explain the building of such a magnificent city. In a part of Russia that used to be so wild and desolate, little more than a deserted swamp.
The truth is only slightly less incredible and that is because all this only exists because of the iron will of one man, Czar Peter the Great. When Peter became its ruler, Russia was a primitive country. From the beginning, he was determined to change all that. 
His energy was extraordinary. He worked long hours every day usually standing up and he would walk so fast that his courtiers would have to jog to keep up with him. Peter hated east capital city Moscow, so he decided to build a new one, somewhere with a vast port to open trade with the rest of the world and where he could defend his huge empire from attack. Back then all this was just empty flat unhealthy marsh land. No one could believe that Peter was serious, but he had a vision of what it could become.

On May 16, 1703 his stuck he boot into the ground and declared this will be St. Petersburg. To drive foundations into the marshes, level hills, layout streets, construct docks, canals and every kind of building, Peter forced prisoners and peasants from all over Russia to join his massive work force. As St. Petersburg began to take shape, Peter built himself this Summer Palace.
Peter lived in a few rooms here on the ground floor. This was his workshop where he would receive the most important men in the land, wearing an apron and working at his lathe. He was particularly proud of his kitchen which boasted the first plumbing in Russia and which he placed next to the dining room because he couldn’t bear cold food. This may seem common sense to us, but back then it was a totally new idea.

The poor workers who built this city had very few tills.
Disease was rife and wages unpaid, thousands died in the process and St. Petersburg is still referred to as the city built on bones.
Peter ignored all the problems and dangers, to him St. Petersburg was his paradise, his darling, a symbol of everything he wanted to achieve. He declared, “It is an age of gold in which we are living.”
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