PAGE  
1
Chapter 17 – Section 1
The Land – North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia


Narrator: The road through the mountains is a lonely journey at the best of times and these are the worst. Stricken communities that three days after the earthquake had still not received food and water or a visit from government officials. Thirteen people died here and almost as many were seriously injured. No ambulances came for the victims; they had to be taken to hospital one hour away in private cars. This boy and his family ran to their front door when the quake hit at three in the morning, but it was locked. The lights went out, five of them died. A young man came back to the village today to find that his fiancée was among those killed. In fields near the village the earthquake left its signature. These fault lines are over three feet deep, and moments ago we felt a couple of fresh tremors. During the quake on Thursday the farmland collapsed. The grass surface broke into fragments as the earth rippled and then subsided. Tempers have cooled down in Bengal Town after yesterday’s confrontation between the security forces and Kurds complaining about inadequate help. Now aid is flowing but only after a decidedly lethargic start.
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