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Chapter 17 – Section 2
Climate and Vegetation - North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia


Male Speaker: Covering nine million square kilometers, the Sahara is so vast the whole of Australia could comfortably fit into it. It is bleak, inhospitable and compared to southern Africa’s deserts, very new. Few animals have had time to get to grips with this mighty wilderness, a place where only the hardiest can get by. The Arabian camel not even a native was domesticated in the deserts of Asia and brought to North Africa as a means of transport. In the past Twarag nomads used camels to move slaves, gold and ivory between West Africa and the Mediterranean. Today their caravans still trade in salt, steaks and millet. The Sahara has long been a frontier between Asia and Africa. The Sahara as we know it today is only 2000 years old, the product of a rapidly drying climate in North Africa, but our ancestors also had a hand in this change by over cultivating marginal lands and intensively grazing livestock.  Before things were very different, try to imagine this land flooded by the ocean swathed in forest and savannah swept by mighty rivers. Enity Gorge once fed a vast tributary of the Nile, today all that remains are a few precious pools, crucial watering holes for passing caravans of camels. In just 10 minutes of drinking these remarkable animals can put on a third of their body weight in water. It’s enough to carry them for well over a hundred kilometers to the next oasis.  Africa’s deserts are more than just barren expanses. They’re dynamic worlds, each with its own unique character. They are also places of great opportunity, where given enough time, a steady climate and a sprinkle of water, life can flourish.
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