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Chapter 18 – Section 1 
North Africa – Cultural Geography

Narrator: I head south towards the El-Azizia desert, one of the hottest places on earth. Temperatures here can reach a baking 136 degrees Fahrenheit. This arid land was the home of the Berbers, the original inhabitants of North Africa. My treasure was created by the Berber people, nearly a thousand years ago. With a building created for the most basic of reason - the storage and preservation of food. In this inhospitable region, it was a difference between life and death. It’s built from local materials - stone, gypsum, plaster, incredibly organic in feel, a perfect “O”, a perfect circle. It was created to store the community’s most precious thing, not just cereals are stored here - dates, olives, wine, olive oil, figs. Each window is a little cell belonging to a different family, each one has a vaulted space in which really the thing of life itself where food was preserved and guarded. Tall structured granaries are placed very effectively as a fortification. It’s a way of protecting the community of Berbers in time of invasion. In the courtyard below they would camp and would be occupied I suppose maybe if the enemy penetrated the fortress. The Berber village lying outside the granary is in ruins, the granary itself is largely abandoned. Until recently they lived here much as they would have lived 2000 years ago with their own language, their own customs, their own culture, but things have changed, times have changed, they are now they are coming to the modern world, their culture is disappearing, so this fortress failed in the end to save the Berbers.
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