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Chapter 18 – Section 2
The Eastern Mediterranean – Cultural Geography

Narrator: My journey would begin at the heart of the Israeli occupied West Bank, Hebron. I wanted to see one of the wonders of the ancient world, the tomb of the patriarchs. But to travel to Hebron is across a highly sensitive internal frontier, separating Palestinians from Israelis. In this troubled land the battle over history is the battle to prove whose land it is, Israeli or Palestinian. Israelis claim the land through biblical references which declare it their promised land, the Palestinians, through 1500 years of continued occupation. I was told we were in danger of being shot by Jewish settlers or angry Palestinians. My only hope was that the Israeli army might be persuaded to give us as an escort. I had come to see a building that had long haunted my imagination. The tomb of the patriarchs is as important as Egypt’s pyramids. It was built by King Herod over 2000 years ago, to house the tombs of Abraham, Rebecca and Isaac from the Old Testament. It is one of the most holy sites in the world, revered by Jew, Muslim and Christian alike. The tomb has been partitioned in to Muslim and Jewish halves, but since the massacre of 29 Palestinians in 1994 it has been heavily guarded. This is Abraham’s tomb, a symbolic tomb perhaps but there it is, and ah of course is covered with Islamic inscriptions because this was created when this was actually a mosque. This is now the main synagogue in the Jewish part of course, but the room itself, built as a mosque now a synagogue. And that door, the green door through that door, is the Islamic part of this tomb. That’s the mosque beyond the door. What we must now find you is get into the part that is still the mosque, the part where Muslims go when they are allowed in, more negotiations are needed. Thank you very much, excellent thank you. I have got to take my shoes off quickly because this is, it could be incredibly disrespectful, it would cause massive offense. So here we are the mosque, which is half the building, the tombs of Rebecca and the tombs of Isaac, though I a Christian, a foreigner, am allowed in, Muslims from Palestine at the moment, are not, because of their curfew.
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