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Chapter 18 – Section 3
The Northeast – Cultural Geography

Narrator: The Persian Carpet was highly sought after in Europe from at least the Middle Ages and why? Well of course the reason is obvious, it’s beautiful. Look at them, incredible, beautiful and utilitarian, made practical hard wearing and also the design enigmatic, compelling, fascinating. See here these designs vary from region to region in Persia. This is typical of design from this area and it is very, very ancient in origin, certainly pre-Islamic. I believe this diamond shape and this step here is from the time of the Persian Empire, two and a half thousand years ago. Most of these carpets are from Shīrāz area and this one over here shows birds a scene from paradise, cooing doves, lovely, absolutely lovely, that one I’d loved to own. The carpet has humble origins. It was developed by nomads to make their tents more comfortable and draft proof. Today carpets remain central to the lives of nomadic people.
Male Speaker: In a day we can stay 18,000 knots.

Narrator: The pair of them, so they do 9000 each a day, I mean, how many knots in a carpet of this size and how long will it take the pair of them to complete a carpet of this size?
Male Speaker: About a month, roughly speaking. It takes longer if it is more detailed design, maybe two months.
Narrator: God, no wonder there is such a sort of myth and magic about carpets.
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