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Chapter 18 – Section 4
The Arabian Peninsula – Cultural Geography

Narrator: This is a small gulf state of nearly a million people, just a fifth of whom are native Qatari’s. Ruled by Sheikh Al-Thani, who ousted his father in a friendly coup ten years ago, its grown rich on oil and gas, fueling the current construction boom. The Emir's vision is to create a new society reliant not on finite natural resources, but on the skills of his people. So in the last couple of years, he set about a comprehensive reform of the education system. Overseen by the new Supreme Education Council, these schools are independent, but not private. All the costs are paid for by the state.  Both boys and girls are benefiting from these new reforms although co-educational schools are someway in the future. Permission to film girls, even when veiled is hard to come by. Any transition from old to new, especially on this scale, is bound to have teething troubles, but it’s results that matter, and that’s where Qatar's education reforms are really starting to pay dividends.

Male Speaker: I have been working as a teacher of English for 35 years. This is the first time to… I feel that I’m a real teacher in a dream school.

Narrator: There are also genuine innovations like the ASPIRE Sports Academy on the outskirts of Doha. Students here receive intensive sports training from the world’s best coaches on top of a full academic program. They’re pioneering the new mantra of specialization; encouraging excellence is a wonderful thing. Give heads and teachers more power and standards will rise, let children specialize in the things they’re good at and they’ll be happier and achieve more. And trust people to succeed and guess what, they will.
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