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Chapter 18 – Section 5
Central Asia – Cultural Geography

Narrator: And here we see Samarqand, the great capital of Tamalain. Very little left from his time although, they beyond this building one gets maybe some sense of how this great tile clad square would have dominated, would have overwhelmed people. Just some sense one gets of the astonishing majesty of this sparkling and glowing composition.  

Bukhara is another city famed for the beauty of its ancient architecture, but here visual power and excitement comes not from surface decoration on the buildings, but from the way the city’s planned and used.  

There’s been a city on this site for at least two and a half thousand years, a central trading point on the Silk Route, famous for its bazaars, for its arts, and for its richest buildings. The city was rebuilt, and was rebuilt in a spectacular manner in the sixteenth century; it became this great center of commerce and a great architectural jewel. It is a great planned city of the sixteenth century, a city organized around trade. This is where jewelers are lodged really and another one for money changes, another one for hat makers, hat-making being a big local tradition, making dervish hats. So we have this wonderful architectural space, absolutely fantastic. Sixteenth century dome marking the heart of trade and still doing exactly what it was built to do. Everywhere you walk, you find people performing the same tasks their ancestors did hundreds of years ago. Silk weavers still work in one of the domes. It’s astonishing, trade is the lifeblood of the people of Bukhara, you feel it in the air, it’s hard not to get carried away to bargain, to buy. This is exactly what people have been doing in Bukhara for hundreds of years. 
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