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Chapter 19 – Section 2
People and Their Environment – North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia


Narrator: We are driving across what used to be just a few years ago the sea. We are driving across the seabed. There’s camels around us, and over here there is rusting old ships that have just been abandoned. It’s absolutely surreal.

The Aral Sea used to be the fourth largest inland sea in the world, but in the 1960’s Communist leaders ordered the two huge rivers which fed it, should be diverted to irrigate thirsty cotton fields. The result was environmental disaster as the sea shrank to half its size and is now more than 50 miles away.
What we’re told is that the sea started to vanish but the locals didn’t realize how quickly it was going and by the time they realized it was too late and all of them were stuck here, I mean how many are here, two, four, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, so at least a dozen boats here.

Female Speaker: Everything is dead. It is like being among ghosts. I remember these ships crossing and everything was full with life. We came to here from a village which was in a desert and all of a sudden there was this enormous sea and ships coming so close to the shore, unbelievable. People here believe that water will come back. I hope it will come back. This is what remained from the sea, shells, but aren’t they beautiful?
Narrator: There has been a lot of chemicals pumped into the sea before it was destroyed, before it disappeared and as the sea is receded the chemicals have been left in the sand basically and during the summers particularly the most appalling dust storms are whipped up and the dust blows all over the local village, the people breathe it in, they are suffering terrible chest infections, respiratory problems, cancers, eye infections, you name it they’ve got it and they have been left here just like these boats and they have just been left here to rot.

Male Speaker: The Sea stretched from here to over there. People were fishing everywhere. There was lots of fish especially in May and June. People were catching 500 or 600 tons during those months.
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