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Chapter 21 – Section 1
The Sahel – Cultural Geography

Male Narrator: The miracle of Djenné. It is quite simply the largest mud building in the world. There has been a mosque on this site since the late Thirteenth century, though this mosque was only completed in 1907. It may look pretty humble as a construction, but it’s incredibly sophisticated. I mean, the mud bricks are very appropriate for the climate and also these lovely sort of a post that stick out. Those sort of stabilize the structure in extreme climate and also they act as permanent scaffolding to allow people to hang off the building to carry out its very necessary and regular maintenance.
There is huge pillars which hold the roof up; lights flood in throughout the wonderful sense of an organic elemental building, these abstract forms, lovely details, these pointed arches rising and being supported by the great, the most natural forms of the earth pillars, there are people sitting around, praying, reading the Quran, fantastic atmosphere; I say a place of meditation and communion with God. It is five o’clock, toward the end of a very hot day, but inside here it’s cool.
Here in front of me are three towers – minarets, really and on the top is an ostrich egg. It’s built and designed by people who put their heart and soul into the building. It’s an amazingly powerful creation and looking at it now with the sun setting by the minaret, it is almost overwhelming.
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