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Chapter 21 – Section 2 
East Africa – Cultural Geography

Narrator: The Hadzabe are hunter-gatherers just like the first ever human inhabitants in Tanzania. They use everything the land can offer, hunting for their meat and gathering wild berries, nuts, honey and roots. They have always known this land better than anyone who has come along since. There are no leaders here, everyone is equal. If a man makes a kill he will share it with whomever he happens to be with. Just as boys learn to hunt from an early age, from the age of two the girls use a digging stick or dzapoli. They have a very varied and a very nutritious diet and we are actually digging for a root now called a zuri root, it’s the equa. It’s a very good source of food. It holds a lot of water which means that when there is a drought the community doesn’t have to go thirsty. That there is what we are going for, here we go, this is it! Two arms she says, and there it is, that’s what we have been digging for the equa and zizzi, that’s it, it looks great doesn’t it? With no cookers or even matches out here the Hadzabe can make a fire with just a stick and a sandal. Look at this; I’ve dropped it into this dry gas now. Oh look at that we’ve got some beauty flames and there it is. Not bad for my first fire without matches. The only thing that the Hadzabe do farm are bees and they will search all over the woodlands to find them and they’ll use the honey as currency to trade and some bees here at the bottom of this baobab tree now just behind the stone there, so the lads have lit a fire and   the smoke from that fire will hopefully calm the bees a little bit as we go in to get the comb. The sound of angry bees, oh it’s all happening now, right in there look he stuck his arm in and pulled it out, it’s just covered with the angry bees at the moment. I am sure he is getting stung. He has got something. Look at that, there it is, look, wow it really, ah the lads a straighten for a bit now, there is comb all the way on the inside, but he can’t actually reach it, so he’s just making the hole a little bit bigger now so they can get their arm up and pull off the comb. It’s fastened to this side of the tree. The bees can smell their own honey and that’s why Endia has fastened  a little bit of the comb back to the tree there so that most bees are attracted over there, get them out the way. Now they do all the work. Because the Hadzabe farm the honey for currency, it’s important that there is a constant supply, so they leave a little bit of the comb in there to encourage the bees to keep producing.
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