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Chapter 21 – Section 5
Southern Africa – Cultural Geography

Narrator: They came to hear the verdict in their fight for survival, one of the world’s oldest peoples filling a modern courtroom, traditional hunter-gatherers, with no written language, facing the might of the law and winning a major victory.  

Female Speaker: The case is thus, ultimately about a people demanding dignity and respect it’s about the people saying in essence, our ways may be different from yours, but they are worth your respect.  We may be changing and getting closer to your ways, but give us a chance to decide what we want to carry with us into the future.

Narrator: Outside the courtroom this reaction when the verdict came in. The judges ruled the Bushmen have the right to live and hunt in the Kalahari and should never have been evicted. Some, already planning their return, like Roy Sesana their leader.  
Male Speaker: I’m going to greet my sister, back home.

Narrator: And here is his homeland, the Kalahari. We traveled into this wilderness vast and unforgiving. The Bushmen have lived here for over 20,000 years. We’re going to meet some of the last of the Bushmen who remain here on their ancestral lands. When the evictions happened most were rounded up put on trucks and driven away. Only a handful of families managed to hang on here, clinging to the old ways, but the government has made it very difficult for them to survive. People like Shateo and her family surviving on berries and roots since hunting was banned. They had a water tank here before the government took it. In the words of one judge today, the authorities as good as sentenced families like this to starve to death. On the nearest tree a sign they can’t read about diamond exploration. Some Bushmen believe this is why they were pushed out. In the solace resettlement villages outside the reserve Bushmen make bows and arrows not to hunt, but to sell to tourists. The government argued they’re better off here with schools and clinics, but many Bushmen won’t look back, now they’re free to go home.
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